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Written by master historian and authorized Churchill biographer Martin Gilbert, this masterful

single-volume work weaves together the detailed research from the authorâ€™s eight-volume

biography of the elder statesman, and features new information unavailable at the time of the

original workâ€™s publication. Spanning Churchillâ€™s youth, education and early military career,

his journalistic work, and the arc of his political leadership, Churchill: A Life details the great

manâ€™s indelible contribution to Britainâ€™s foreign policy and internal social reform.Offering

eyewitness accounts and interviews with Churchillâ€™s contemporaries, including friends, family

members, and career adversaries, this book provides a revealing picture of the personal life,

character, ambitions, and drives of one of the worldâ€™s most influential and remarkable

leaders.About the AuthorSir Martin Gilbert is a leading British historian and the author of more than

eighty books. Specializing in 20th century history, he is also the official biographer of Winston

Churchill and has written a best-selling eight-volume biography of the war leaderâ€™s life.Born in

London in 1936, Martin Gilbert was evacuated to Canada with his family at the beginning of World

War II as part of the British governmentâ€™s efforts to protect children from the brutal bombings of

the Luftwaffe. He was made a Fellow of Merton College, Oxford, in 1962. He is the author of several

definitive historical works examining the Holocaust, the First and Second World Wars, and the

history of the 20th century.In 1990, Gilbert was designated a Commander of the Order of the British

Empire, and was awarded a Knighthood in 1995. Oxford University awarded him a Doctorate in

1999. Today, he is a sought-after speaker on Churchill, Jewish history, and the history of the 20th

century, and he travels frequently to lecture at colleges, universities, and organizations around the

world.
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The title of this review was Sir. Winston Spencer Churchill responding when asked how he thought

History would remember him. He had no concerns, because as he explained he would be his own

biographer.Mr. Churchill did author many books most of which are still readily available in print

today, and as far as his ability to use a pen, The Nobel Prize he received for his writings answers

that question.As mentioned elsewhere Martin Gilbert (now Sir Martin Gilbert) finished the 8th

volume of the official Churchill Biography in 1988. It is also true that he dedicated decades of his life

to the work. What is not as well known is that the work is not yet complete. There are 8 volumes and

there are also 15 additional volumes of correspondence, personal letters, etc., that are also equally

important to this body of work. Finally, there are more volumes yet to come, so this work not only

has stretched decades, its creation has spanned 2 Centuries like the great man himself. It is also

important to note that Sir Winston's Son Randolph Churchill published the first volume. Sir Gilbert

joined Randolph in 1962, Volume 1 was published in 1966, and Sir Gilbert officially accepted the

monumental task in 1968.This one volume work is brilliant. I have read the 8-volume version, and

some of the companion volumes, and to think it could be distilled into one book, however thick,

would have seemed an insurmountable task. Sir Gilbert is the authority on the man who many argue

was the man of the 20th Century, and one of the great Statesman of History.Sir Winston certainly

was a brilliant leader; to stop there is to not know the man at all.

No one short of Winston himself is more of an established authority on Winston Churchill than noted

British author and historian Sir Martin Gilbert, who renders an intelligent, eminently readable, and

carefully culled one-volume overview of his imposing eight volume history of Churchill that took over

25 years to finish. Unlike some of the other recent covers of Churchill, this carefully composed,

organized and articulated work covers the entire story of Churchill's incredible life from childhood,



supplying a steady stream of memorable anecdotes and constant good humor that punctuates the

text and makes the usual drab early years much more entertaining and enjoyable.He takes great

pains to describe Churchill's daredevil antics early in life, a man more foolhardy than fool, a man

with piercing intellect and a sardonic wit. According to Gilbert, young Winston was always good

company, with an endless store of stories he spun with great relish and amazing recall. He had an

early sense about the possibilities of technology, and could fly a British bi-plane even before the

onset of WWI. He seemed to recognize the potential of such new weaponry to revolutionize warfare,

and often took pains to tell anyone who would listen how much more dynamic such things as tanks

and artillery could make the modern battlefield.Of course, the events surrounding World War Two

provided Churchill with the opportunity of a lifetime; the author argues he was exactly the right man

to pull Britain out of its desperate doldrums and to jump fearlessly into the fray.
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